
Partnership in Lok Sabha Elections 2019 

 

The Lok Sabha Elections of 2019, has indeed been a very special occasion for the members of 

Kudumbashree Mission, especially for Kudumbashree Kasaragod District Mission as this time, 

Kudumbashree members of the district got a golden yet rare opportunity to showcase their 

own strengths and make maximum out of it by becoming part of the electoral process. The 

three –flowered logo of Kudumbashree Mission stands for social empowerment, economic 

empowerment and women empowerment. As the logo implies, Kudumbashree Mission could 

ensure social empowerment, economic empowerment and women empowerment by engaging 

these common women in these election related activities. Since its inception, Kudumbashree 

Mission had been working to eradicate absolute poverty through concerted community action 

under the leadership of local governments, by facilitating organisation of poor for combining 

self-help with demand-led convergence of available services and resources to tackle the 

multiple dimensions and manifestations of poverty holistically. Kudumbashree Mission had 

partnered with the office of Chief Electoral Officer, Kerala (CEO) for providing various services 

during Lok Sabha Elections 2019.  Through this partnering, Kudumbashree Mission envisaged at 

including these common women in the democratic process thereby ensuring absolute women 

empowerment in all arenas of their lives.  Kudumbashree Mission viewed it as an opportunity 

to serve the public and also proposed economic empowerment for the women through these 

activities. Let us see how Kasaragod District Mission had made a difference and make maximum 

out of the opportunity. 

How Kudumbashree Contributed to the Electoral Process? 

Shri. S. Harikishore IAS, Executive Director, Kudumbashree Mission had sent letters to all 

District Collectors in Kerala requesting to make avail opportunities for Kudumbashree women, 

thereby help them to be the part of the democratic process, be economically empowered and 

to make use of every opportunity that comes their way. It is as per the request letter of the 

Executive Director of Kudumbashree Mission that, the districts sought Kudumbashree women’s 

help during the electoral process. 



It is as per the partnership Kudumbashree State Mission had made in the state level with the 

office of the Chief Electoral Officer, the District Collector of Kasaragod sought the help and 

assistance of Kudumbashree Kasaragod District Mission during the electoral process.  

In pursuance of the offer from Shri. S. Harikishore, Executive Director, Kudumbashree, Dr. D. 

Sajith Babu IAS, District Collector, Kasaragod who is also the District Election Officer of Kasargod 

district convened a meeting of Kudumbashree District Mission officials under the leadership of 

Shri. T. T. Surendran District Mission Coordinator, Kudumbashree Kasaragod District Mission to 

discuss and plan what the Kasaragod District Kudumbashree could contribute in the election 

process in the district.  

The meeting planned the following activities to be undertaken by Kudumbashree through its 

organisational set up: 

 Educate/sensitise the citizens on the need and importance of exercising their franchise 

 Provide help in arranging the polling stations. 

 Supply good quality drinking water and food for officials during election process. 

Implementation Phase 

Kudumbashree under the auspices of District Mission Unit conducted meetings at various levels 

to present the idea and strategies and arrived at a participatory mode of implementation of the 

activities keeping quality and vigour. Kudumbashree Kasaragod District Mission was asked to 

serve food at the polling stations on the polling day and at the distribution centres and 

despatch centres as well.  The collector himself fixed the menu and the food was served to 

them as per that menu starting from the previous day of the electoral process. Tea and dinner 

was served to them on the previous day of election and on the day of election, bed coffee, 

breakfast, tea, lunch and evening tea was served to the officials who were in charge of the 

electoral process. Rs 200 was the rate fixed by the collector for serving these to one official. 

Kudumbashree Kasaragod District Mission was able to serve food at 968 polling booths.  

As per this the meeting of CDSs and ADSs were called and the service of NHGs were ensured in 

the respective areas.  Kudumbashree was entrusted with the booth cleaning and also for 



making necessary arrangements for making drinking water available.  The service of the 

Kudumbashree people were guaranteed region wise so that maximum support and service was 

ensured.  The Kudumbashree members were informed about the task two weeks prior to the 

electoral process and there were given election classes as well. They were also entrusted with 

serving the tea during the election class time as well. Kudumbashree had served the food by 

following Green Protocol and their service was ensured. The food was served in steel plates and 

steel glasses. The food was served at the Collection centres and Distribution centres as well. 

The food was served starting from 6 AM.  On collecting back, the electoral equipment and 

machines after the electoral process, Kudumbashree women served food to the officials 

starting from 5 PM in the evening till 3 AM in the morning. 

This had helped Kudumbashree in building the brand and had turned into an inevitable part of 

any such occasions. Kudumbashree was charged with the ‘Election Urgent’ label and separate 

officials were given separate charges throughout the election process and the same was 

ensured under the leadership of the District Mission Coordinator, Kudumbashree Kasargode 

District Mission and Assistant District Mission Coordinators, Kudumbashree Kasargode District 

Mission. 

On the day of the counting day, as well the service of Kudumbashree members were ensured 

and food was served at the counting stations as well. The food was served in spathe plates, 

which were made by the micro enterprise units of Kudumbashree. During the time of by-

election at Manjeswaram, the services of 8 CDSs were ensured at approximately 198 booths. 

Kudumbashree was too vigilant about serving the food with utmost care. Rs 28.16 lakhs was the 

total turnover recorded.Kudumbashree was entrustedfor various activities such as providing 

food in training centres, arranging food for polling officials, printing, data entry works, 

Harithakarmasena for maintaining green protocol etc. Other than serving food to the officials, 

Kudumbashree had opened canteens for the general public who come to cast their votes. The 

canteens opened at the polling station were crowded with the officials as Kudumbashree 

offered homely and delicious food in nominal rates. Kudumbashree Mission’s canteens were a 

boon to the officials. 



Kudumbashree had served food during the training programme prior to the election process as 

well. The first training programme was held at Pullur Peria Polytechnic College and the second 

one was held at Chemmanad Jamaath Higher Secondary School. The challenge of arranging 

food for about 5000 participants was boldly met by the Annapurna Catering Unit of 

Chemmanad CDS. 

The food was prepared and managed by the five-member team of the catering unit.Shri. Abdul 

Rahman, Deputy Collector, Shri. Govindan and Shri.Vinod, Superintendents, who were on 

election duty appreciated the commitment and social sense of the Kudumbashree members 

and offered them some food orders which would fetch them revenue. The dedicated and 

seamless works of Kudumbashree members helped them receive a public contribution of Rs. 

69,050 and Rs.2,86,150 from Pullur Peria area and Chemmanad respectively.  

With these proud achievements, Kudumbashree entered the next phase of its mission in the 

array which was to serve food at polling material distribution centres at Kasargod Government 

College and Kanhangad Nehru Arts and Science College on 23 April 2019. The polling agents 

who came from the 968 polling stations in Kasargod District to collect the polling materials 

were served food. For this purpose, the volunteers opened different café units. The 

Kudumbashree members were active till the polling officials returned the polling materials on 

24 April 2019.Dr. D. Sajith Babu IAS,District Returning Officer and the Observer visited the food 

preparation centre, oversaw the arrangement and tasted the food prepared by the 

Kudumbashree. Food distribution centres were managed by two of the café units, thus earning 

a sum of Rs. 3,28,350. The third assignment was to supply food kits to officials at all 968 polling 

stations in the district. 

Reasonable price was charged for the food. Breakfast, morning tea with snacks, lunch, evening 

tea with snacks and drinking water were supplied. The responsibility of serving food in each 

polling booth, supply of drinking water, and the cleanliness was entrusted to each CDS and the 

cafe units under its jurisdiction. All the required arrangements were made ready one day before 

the day of polling. All the officials attended the polling duty were served food neatly and very 

meticulously. All the members were present at the centres till the last person on polling duty 



left the place. The income on the last day of the election work alone came to Rs. 10,13,570.The 

net result of this maiden enterprise was that the District Collector gained confidence that any 

form of work could now be entrusted to the Kudumbashree. After a month, on 23 May, when 

the election result was to be announced, Kudumbashree again got the opportunity to extend 

the service. Their come accrued by way of serving food at the counting centre at Nehru College, 

Kanhangad, was Rs. 1,11,690. The members of the Kudumbashreewas content and confident to 

undertake this responsibility. Altogether Kudumbashree provided food to 5000 persons each in 

first three stages and1200persons on counting day.  

Citizen Education Programmes 

 Citizen education programmes emphasising the importance of exercising the franchise. The 

same was performed by the Rangashree team under Ajanur CDS (a theatre group of 

Kudumbashree members) who first came forward to spread awareness among the voters about 

the importance of casting vote as a democratic activity. which is considered as a fundamental 

duty of a responsible citizen. In major places of the district like Cherkala, Thrikkaripur, 

Cheruvathur, Uduma, Kundamkuzhi, Mulleria, Kannhangad, Odayanchal, the actors of the 

drama troop performed their one-act play, creating general awareness among the voters. 

Total amount collected by the Rangashree Micro Enterprise unit by way of performance of the 

street play comes to the tune of Rs. 55000.  The street play was assessed to be good and 

effective in sensitizing the public towards participating in the democratic election process.  

Cleaning activities  

Assistance was provided to arrange the polling stations, which receive on an average 1000 

voters on the day of Poll. Polling officials would reach the polling station on the preceding day 

for making necessary arrangements. So, it was necessary to keep the polling station and its 

premises clean and hygienic. Kudumbashree took up the responsibility of cleaning and on the 

evening of the poll day Kudumbashree workers cleaned the rooms, verandas and premises of 

polling station.  



Apart from serving food through the temporary canteens set up at Despatch centres and 

Distribution centres, and polling booths, Kudumbashree women were entrusted with the 

cleaning activities as well.Kudumbashree women took up the cleaning activities in the polling 

stations in connection with the Lok Sabha Elections 2019. Kudumbashree women also served 

drinking water to the election officials and clean the polling stations on the completion of the 

election procedure. Kudumbashree women cleaned a total of 976 polling booths in the district. 

2 persons each were entrusted with the cleaning activities in all booths in the 

district.Kudumbashree members took up the full responsibility for executing the responsibilities 

they were given.  

Scope 

The service that Kudumbashree District Mission of Kasaragod had extended during the Lok 

Sabha Elections of 2019 had secured them a good image that Kudumbashree became an 

inevitable factor in the execution of every event. The District Administration became much 

convinced about the services extended by Kudumbashree, that they have started getting 

regular works from the side of the District Administration itself. Based on the good testimonial 

Kudumbashree had secured through their best performance and service during the Lok Sabha 

Elections in the district, Kudumbashree was asked by the Kasaragod District Administration to 

set up canteens at all the venues of Kerala State School Youth Festival 2019, which was held at 

Kasaragod. That itself as a certificate to the performance that Kudumbashree had made during 

the Lok Sabha elections 2019. Kudumbashree has started getting invitations from the District 

Administration as well as from other governmental and non- governmental institutions. 

Through their best performances, Kudumbashree had made a unique mark and made a good 

entry into the history.It was indeed a golden opportunity for Kudumbashreeto show case their 

commitment and their social commitment in its truest senses. 

 

 


